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ALIEN FIRE 
A Fire Of Our Own Making 
 
1 Peter 2:9 9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR 
God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you 
out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are 
THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY. 
11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war 
against the soul.  
 

1. chosen race/generation - genos 
2. a royal priesthood 
3. a holy nation - ethnos…in between these two we are  
4. a people for God’s own possession  

 
Leviticus 10:1 Now Aharon's sons Nadav (Nadab) and Avihu (Abihu) each took his fire pan, put 
fire in it, and laid incense on it; and they offered before Hashem alien fire, which He had not 
enjoined upon them. 
 
Aaron was not only the elder brother of Moses but also a prophet and high priest. 
 
The term “alien fire” in Leviticus 10:1 is ambiguous, leading to much conjecture about the 
precise nature of the sin of Nadab and Abihu. The fire they offered was more than just 
strange or foreign. 
 
Many commentators suggest that their sin of bringing an “alien fire” meant that they 
brought a fire that they had kindled, rather than using the fire that God had sent. We need 
to guard against this in our own lives...offering to others our efforts and making sacrifices 
and assignments that were never called for or given us by God. 
 
The 20th Century Bible educator and scholar Nechama Leibowitz suggested that theirs was 
a sin of religious disobedience: 
“Their guilt…lay in man’s desire to break through, as it were, to the Almighty and cleave to 
his Creator not in accordance with the prescribed ordinances, but rather in conformity with 
the dictates of his own heart,” Leibowitz wrote. ”The acceptance of the yoke of heaven 
which is the aim of the whole Torah is here replaced by a religious ecstasy which is free 
from the restraints of normative religious discipline, unrestrained, and un-subservient to 
the divine will, and the Word of God. For this reason they were punished.” 
 
Proverbs 29:18 Where there is no revelation/vision/prophetic vision, people cast off restraint 
(do their own thing - translated anarchia in the Septuagint); but blessed is the one who heeds 
wisdom’s instruction. 
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The death of Aharon’s sons, Nadav and Avihu, occurs in the midst of the joyous 
inauguration ceremony of the Mishkan, the Tabernacle, Tent of Meeting or dwelling place 
of God.  
 
Breath of God - Hymn 
Breathe on me, Breath of God,  
‘till I am wholly thine,  
‘till all this earthly part of me  
glows with thy fire divine. 


